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keep no slaves themselves, neither do they allow
any of their own tribe to be sold as slaves ; and
they become of so much importance to .the slave-
dealers on the coast, acting as a sort of brokers,
negotiating among the tribes for slaves, that they
themselves, knowing their own consequence, do
not hesitate to board a slave-vessel, and there is no
instance of their ever being kidnapped."

The history of this little colony, which I have
endeavoured to sketch from the information fur-
nished by Mr. Ashmun, appears to me to afford
matter for serious reflection. The principle in-
volved in colonization is, I am aware, liable to
some objections, and I am not indifferent to the
arguments to which it has given occasion. But
the strength of truth and reason seems to be alto-
gether in its favour. The dogmas of Malthus may
be right or wrong, the statistical propositions of
Mr. Sadler, and the philosophical deductions he
derives from them may be right or wrong : with
these querulous rhetoricians, I have nothing to do.
But one thing is certain, that while the fertile
earth, in any of its endless divisions, affords the
means of sustenance, no human being ought to be
suffered to want, because the notion of emigration
does not square with certain opinions of a despotic
school. That some countries are overpopulated in
reference to the resources of their superficies is,
I take it for granted, a fact above impeachment.
That there is room enough on the surface of the